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The minerals industry already produces more metals and minerals than at any other time in human history, not just in total amounts produced but also on a per capita basis; in other words every human on this planet uses more metals and minerals than ever before. This increasing demand combined with the global move to low- and zero-CO2 energy generation, storage and transport (aka the "energy transition"), will see unprecedented increases in demand for a range of major and minor metals, including a number associated with magmatic sulfide systems (e.g., 100% increase in nickel demand predicted by 2050). This increased demand is already clashing with the greater influence of environmental, social, and governmental factors on the minerals industry, meaning it is unclear whether future demand increases can actually be met. This short course will outline the certainties and uncertainties facing the Ni-Cu-PGE and wider minerals industries, including likely increases in metal and mineral demand and the challenges and opportunities associated with this increased demand for mining.
